


Introduction

It is very dis cour ag ing when one is daily bom barded by news re ports 
of law less ness, wars, Is lamic ter ror ism, nu clear test ing, na tional dis as ters,
pes ti lence, etc. It is wise to step back and look into God’s word and be re -
minded of how eve ry thing will turn out in the end.

God has prom ised to fill the earth with His glory (Ha bakkuk 2:14).
He will re store His church to a place of spiri tual ma tur ity in His Son. The
glory of God will rise upon His peo ple, re sult ing in a won der ful har vest of
souls from all na tions; and Is rael will be saved!

This tract has been writ ten as a brief out line of the glo ri ous events
that lie ahead, and how glory will tri umph over dark ness.

God’s Olive Tree

God has ex pressed His plan of re demp tion in terms of an ol ive tree.
Sal va tion is based on the cove nant that He made with Abra ham (Gene sis
22:18; Ga la tians 3:6-9, 13-16). Abra ham be lieved the prom ises God made
to him and God im puted His right eous ness to Abra ham on the ba sis of his
faith. Abra ham thus be came the fa ther of all who would there af ter be lieve
God. This cove nant is the root of the ol ive tree, and it sup ports all truth in
both the Old and New Tes ta ments.

How ever, the root alone can not pro duce fruit, God’s plan of re demp -
tion re quires His mercy and grace, which is rep re sented by the trunk of the
tree. The branches of the tree are the chil dren of God, those who through
faith have be lieved God (Ro mans 4:9-17). They bear spiritual fruit (ol ive
oil is a type of the Holy Spirit). The life in the root  that nour ishes the
branches to bear fruit is true faith in God’s prom ises, in par ticu lar, faith in
the prom ised seed of Abra ham, the Mes siah, through whom all na tions on
earth will be blessed. He is God’s Branch of sal va tion (Isaiah 4:2;
Zechariah 3:8).

God chose the de scen dants of Abra ham and Sarah, who be came the
na tion of Is rael, to be His peo ple. They were charged to walk by faith in the
Abra ha mic cove nant. Be cause Is rael failed to do so, af ter 430 years God
added the Mo saic cove nant for them to keep. It did not re place or in vali date 
the cove nant with Abra ham; it was given so that the Law would re veal the
ut ter sin ful ness of the hu man heart, and thereby be come a tu tor to pre pare
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the na tion for their prom ised Mes siah (Ga la tians 3:16-19, 23-24; Ro mans
7:9-13). Through Law is the knowl edge of sin.

When the Son of God, the Mes siah, came to Is rael, the na tion as a
whole re jected Him. Those who did not believe were bro ken off as
branches of the ol ive tree. The good news of God’s prom ises were then
pro claimed to the Gen tiles. Those who be lieved were grafted into the ol ive
tree as wild branches (Ro mans 11:17-21).

One can not be come a child of God through ge ne al ogy; it can only
take place through faith in the Mes siah, the prom ised seed of Abra ham
(Ro mans 9:6-8). The church is the whole com pany of those from all na -
tions who are chil dren of God. The church did not re place Is rael; she is
both a ful fill ment and a con tinua tion of the Abra ha mic cove nant.

The love of God for His crea tion was ex pressed when His Son, the
Lord Je sus Christ, will ingly died a sub sti tu tion ary death for the sins of all
man kind. His in credi ble sac ri fice has opened the door of grace for every
per son to be lieve the gos pel and to be saved.

Christ is the su preme cen ter for all things in the church. He is the
cor ner stone on which the church is built; in Him all be liev ers are be ing fit -
ted to gether as liv ing stones to be come a dwell ing of God in the Spirit. He
is head over all things to the church and the Lord of each be liever. The
church is not an or gani za tion of good peo ple, it is a su per natu ral or gan ism
in the Spirit; it is the body of Christ where each mem ber is called to a spe -
cific place of serv ice. God in tends to dis play His glory to the world through 
the church. This can only take place when Christ is in His right ful place in
the lives and re la tion ships of be liev ers. God is go ing to sum up all things in
Christ (Ephe si ans 1:10).

Glory of the Early Church

The se cret for how God will dis play His glory in the earth is found in 
how He re vealed His glory through the early church. Apos tles and proph -
ets were raised up and anointed to build be liev ers to gether in the Holy
Spirit as liv ing ex pres sions of the body of Christ. There was no church for
Jews only or for Gen tiles only. There was just one church, the body of
Christ!

Pe ter was called to be an apos tle to the Jews, while Paul was called
as an apos tle to the Gen tiles. Their epis tles, to gether with epis tles of other
apos tles, jointly make up the New Tes ta ment. There were no epis tles writ -
ten for only Jews, or for only Gen tiles. New Cove nant be liev ers are re spon -
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si ble to walk in all New Tes ta ment truth. There is one Lord, one body and
one faith!

Some one has said that the Old Tes ta ment is the New Tes ta ment con -
cealed, while the New Tes ta ment is the Old Tes ta ment re vealed. An ex am -
ple of this truth is found in how the pat tern given by God to Moses (by
which he was to build the Tab er na cle) is a type or shadow of how to spiri tu -
ally build the church.1

An other ex am ple is how the blood sac ri fices of ani mals in the Old
Tes ta ment fore shadowed the blood shed by the Lamb of God at Cal vary.

A very im por tant is sue had to be faced by the early church. The na -
tion of Is rael had be come me ticu lous in keep ing, not only the Law of
Moses, but also many other re lated laws that the priests had laid on the peo -
ple over the years. Any de gree of ex cel lence that the peo ple saw in their re -
la tion ship with God was in terms of keep ing laws, rather than on the
con di tion of their hearts. The very first be liev ers in the church were Jew ish, 
and it was es sen tial for them to face the is sue that right eous ness was re -
ceived through faith in the Mes siah, and not by an ob li ga tion to keep laws.
This dis tinc tion was an es sen tial truth in the foun da tion of the church.

God uniquely pre pared and called Paul to be the apos tle whose
words, more than those of the other apos tles, would make this dis tinc tion
clear. There were four constituents, to Paul’s prepa ra tion, as fol lows:

1. His un ex celled edu ca tion in Ju da ism as a law yer and a Phari see.
The next three con cerned the Lord’s per sonal in ter face with Paul.

2. The words of Je sus to Paul that led to his con ver sion on the road to 
Da mas cus.

3. Fol low ing his sal va tion, Paul spent three years in the des ert,
where the Lord Je sus re vealed the gos pel to him (Ga la tians 1:11-12)
In time, Paul con firmed the gos pel he had re ceived with Pe ter and
James..

4. Paul went to Tar sus where he spent seven years preach ing the gos -
pel in the Cilicia/Syria re gions. Near the be gin ning of this era, Paul
was caught up to the third heaven and ex pe ri enced vi sions and reve -
la tions from the Lord (Ga la tians 1:18-21; 2 Cor in thi ans 12:1-5).

Barnabus came to Tar sus and took Paul with him to An ti och. From
here Paul be gan his ap os tolic min is try as re corded in his epis tles.

Ap os tolic foun da tions for the church re quired reve la tion of truth
that had been hid den from past gen era tions (Ephe si ans 3:1-11). This truth
is cen tered in the in dwell ing Holy Spirit by whom Christ comes to live in
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His peo ple, and by whom they be come His body. The glory of the Holy
Spirit far sur passes the glory that came with the giv ing of the Law.

For if the min is try of con dem na tion (the Law) has glory, much more
does the min is try of right eous ness abound in glory. For in deed what 
had glory, in this case has no glory be cause of the glory that sur -
passes it. (2 Cor in thi ans 3:9-10)

A ma jor part of Paul’s ap os tolic min is try was deal ing with ru di -
ments of the Law in the lives of Jew ish be liev ers. Paul had been well pre -
pared by God for the many con tro ver sies that he had to face. He knew that
Christ had come to ful fill and to put away the Law as a means of right eous -
ness (Ephe si ans 2:15). The cove nant of the Law be came ob so lete when
Christ died on the cross (He brews 8:13). It was set aside be cause of its
weak ness and use less ness to make any thing per fect (He brews 7:18-19).

Al though Paul did not per son ally walk un der the Law, he al ways
hon ored the Law when he was with his coun try men who had not come to
faith in the Mes siah (1 Cor in thi ans 9:20).

The ba sic truth that Paul con tinu ally em pha sized was that be liev ers
must be firmly rooted in Christ, be ing led by and built up in the Holy Spirit. 
This is not pos si ble when they al low hu man tra di tions and edicts of the
Law to re place the grace of God. They must find their iden tity in Christ, not 
in race, gen der or Jew ish tra di tion (Ga la tians 3:26-28). The Law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Je sus sets be liev ers free from the law of sin and death
(Ro mans 8:2).

The fol low ing words from Paul’s epis tles are an ap os tolic voice to
all New Tes ta ment be liev ers to day, whether they are Gen tile or Jew:

One per son re gards one day above an other, an other per son re gards 
every day alike. Each per son must be fully con vinced in his own
mind. (Ro mans 14:5)

But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by
God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worth less
ele men tal things, to which you de sire to be en slaved all over
again? You ob serve days and months and sea sons and years. (Ga -
la tians 4:9-10)

. . . one per son has faith that he may eat all things, but he who is
weak eats vege ta bles only. (Ro mans 14:2)

Eat any thing that is sold in the meat mar ket with out ask ing ques -
tions for con science sake. (1 Cor in thi ans 10:25)
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I know and am con vinced in the Lord Je sus that nothing is un clean
in it self; but to him who thinks any thing is un clean, to him it is un -
clean. (Ro mans 14:14)

To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are de filed and un -
be liev ing, noth ing is pure, but both their mind and their con science
are de filed. (Ti tus 1:5)

For the king dom of God is not eat ing and drink ing, but right eous -
ness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. (Ro mans 14:7)

The con science of one who is pure in heart is a bri dle of the Holy
Spirit lead ing him in the way of right eous ness. An other ma jor is sue in
right eous ness to Paul was the sig nifi cance of cir cum ci sion.

Be hold I, Paul, say to you that if you re ceive cir cum ci sion, Christ
will be of no bene fit to you. And I tes tify to every man who re ceives
cir cum ci sion, that he is un der ob li ga tion to keep the whole Law . . . .
For in Christ nei ther cir cum ci sion nor un cir cum ci sion means any -
thing, but faith work ing through love. (Ga la tians 2:2, 3, 6)

For he is not a Jew who is one out wardly nor is cir cum ci sion that
which is out ward in the flesh. But he is a Jew who is one in wardly;
and cir cum ci sion is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by
the let ter . . . . (Ro mans 2:28-29)

The cir cum ci sion of Abra ham in his cove nant with God was a
shadow of the true cir cum ci sion that is re ceived in Christ (Philip pi ans 3:3).

And in Him you were cir cum cised with a cir cum ci sion made with out 
hands, in the re moval of the body of the flesh by the cir cum ci sion of
Christ; . . . hav ing been bur ied with Him in bap tism, in which you
were also raised up with Him through faith in the work ing of God,
who raised Him from the dead. (Co los sians 2:11-13)

Whether it is a mat ter of right eous ness, re la tion ship, min is try or vi -
sion, the pat tern for re stor ing the church to day must be that which is de -
fined in the New Tes ta ment. Eve ry thing is to be cen tered in Christ!

The early church was birthed and built as a spiri tual or gan ism. Each
as sem bly was a lo cal ex pres sion of the body of Christ, that was over seen
and shep herded by a col le gial eld er ship (1 Pe ter 5:1-3; Ti tus 1:5-9; 1 Timo -
thy 3:1-7). There was no head quar ters and no hi er ar chy; all author ity came
from above in the Lord ship and head ship of Christ. 

Be liev ers were knit to gether by bonds of fel low ship, usu ally in
small groups that met in homes. Gifts and min is tries of the Holy Spirit,
prayer, preach ing the word of God and evan gel ism marked their times of
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fel low ship (Ro mans 12:3-8; 1 Cor in thi ans 12:1-31). The early church
turned the known world of that day upside- down as the gos pel of the king -
dom was pro claimed eve ry where in the power of God.

How ever, the glory was not to last. About fifty years af ter the death
of Paul, the church en tered into spiri tual de cline as men be gan to as sume
author ity over the gov ern ment and life of the church. Spiri tual or gan ism
slowly drifted into hi er ar chi cal or gani za tion as church lead ers adopted
mod els of the Gen tile busi ness and mili tary worlds in place of the spiri tu -
ally or ganic struc ture of the body of Christ. Bish ops re placed apos tles; eld -
er ships were re placed by a pas tor; the uni ver sal priest hood of be liev ers was 
re placed by the con cept of clergy and la ity, where the clergy were con sid -
ered priests; and the head ship of Christ was re placed by pro grams and
agen das of lead ers. This de clen sion deep ened, and af ter many years en -
tered into the Dark Ages. The one body of Christ be came a sce nario of
com pet ing de nomi na tions. True be liev ers and Jews were per se cuted, even
unto death. Anti- Semitism was pro moted by many church lead ers The
glory of the early church was changed from the cen tral ity of Christ, ho li -
ness, power and unity into cen tral ity of the in sti tu tion, re lig ious of fices, ti -
tles and lit urgy that were dis played in great ca the drals.

How ever, there was al ways a com pany of be liev ers who sought re -
form and a re turn to the pu rity and sim plic ity of the gos pel. This was the
heart of church res to ra tion.

Res to ra tion and Har vest

God be gan to re store His church in the Ref or ma tion, a work of the
Holy Spirit that con tin ues to day in an tici pa tion of the fol low ing three great
events be fore Christ’s re turns:

• The church is pre pared as a bride, ready for her Lord’s re turn.

• The na tion of Is rael is saved.

• A great har vest of souls is gath ered in from every na tion. The har -
vest is the end of the age (Mat thew 13:39).

The truths and prin ci ples used by Christ to build the early church
will be re stored. One ob vi ous need is for ap os tolic men to emerge who
have the vi sion and char ac ter of Paul. The glory of the lat ter house will be
greater than the former. In ad di tion, fu ture res to ra tion will take place dur -
ing deep en ing dark ness and per se cu tion. It will be a time of great tribu la -
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tion. Even now the evil of Is lamic ter ror ism is be gin ning to emerge
world wide; a sign of what is to come.

Let us con sider the sal va tion of Is rael. The words of Pe ter, the apos -
tle, makes it clear that res to ra tion in the church must come first.

There fore re pent and re turn, so that your sins may be wiped away,
in or der that times of re fresh ing may come from the pres ence of the
Lord; and He may send Je sus, the Christ ap pointed for you, whom
heaven must re ceive un til the pe riod of res to ra tion of all things
about which God spoke by the mouth of His holy proph ets from
an cient time. (Acts 3:19-21)

When Is rael re jected her Mes siah, a veil was placed over her heart;
one that can only be re moved in Christ (2 Corinthians 3:14-15). The peo ple 
of Is rael were scat tered to other na tions. Is rael was bro ken off as natu ral
branches from God’s ol ive tree. How ever, there is the prom ise of res to ra -
tion! Is rael will be saved, and her peo ple grafted back into the ol ive tree
along with the wild branches of Gen tile be liev ers (Ro mans 11:23-24).

There is a di vine pref ace to when this will take place. In 1948, Is rael
again be came a na tion. In the same year, the Lat ter Rain re vival brought
new light to the church. Many heal ing min is tries were raised. In a short
time, Je ru sa lem be came part of Is rael, while the church was re newed by the 
char is matic re vival. Res to ra tion of the church and the sal va tion of Is rael
are linked to gether.

God has prom ised to re turn the Jews back to Is rael from the many
lands to which they had been scat tered, and in time, to re store them spiri tu -
ally (Eze kiel 36:22-38). A grow ing in flux of re turn ing Jews is now tak ing
place. Some Chris tian churches are in ter ced ing for Is rael and as sist ing in
the re turn. Mes si anic con gre ga tions are ap pear ing in Is rael.

Res to ra tion of the church is also grow ing. The an nual growth of
Chris ti an ity world wide has in creased over the past fifty years from around
2% to 8%. Spiri tual gifts are be com ing com mon. There is a world wide
move ment to wards house churches. This trend is a vi tal res to ra tion to sup -
port spiri tual fel low ship and to de velop body min is try. The great est evi -
dence of church res to ra tion is to be found in China. There are well over 100 
mil lion be liev ers in that nation. The un der ground church is much like the
early church in evan gel ism, re la tion ship and struc ture. These quali ties
have largely been the re sult of in tense per se cu tion.

These marks of res to ra tion in the church are the proper con text in
which to con sider the fol low ing scrip ture:
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. . . a par tial hard en ing has hap pened to Is rael un til the ful ness of
the Gen tiles has come in; and so all Is rael shall be saved . . . . (Ro -
mans 11:25-26)

The word “ful ness” is trans lated from the Greek word, PLEROMA,
which means “a com ple tion.” Thus, a ful ness in qual ity (and pos si bly
quan tity) of Gen tile be liev ers will pre cede the sal va tion of Is rael. This is in
har mony with the prom ise of res to ra tion in Acts 3:19-21.

It is im por tant to rec og nize that both the church and Is rael are in the
pro cess of res to ra tion. The church should stand in sup port of Is rael, for she
will not be com plete un til Is rael is saved.

The re cent war in Leba non re minds us of the very dif fi cult times of
per se cu tion that lay ahead for Is rael un til the glo ri ous day of her sal va tion.

How ever, tribu la tion also awaits the church. The an ti christ will ap -
pear be fore the re turn of Christ (2 Thes sa lo ni ans 2:1-8). There are many
who preach an “easy es cap ism” through a pre- tribulation rap ture, but this is 
not the way of res to ra tion. God uses the fires of af flic tion and suf fer ing to
pu rify His peo ple (James 1:2-4; 1 Pe ter 4:12-13).

For mo men tary light af flic tion is pro duc ing for us an eter nal weight
of glory . . . ! (2 Cor in thi ans 4:17)

We are called to en dure, to over come and to suf fer for His sake
(Philip pi ans 1:29). This is how we gain glory. The fire of God is go ing to
test the qual ity of every man’s work (1 Cor in thi ans 3:11-13). The days
ahead will be a time when de cep tion and law less ness in creases, when wars, 
natu ral dis as ters, per se cu tion and mar tyr dom will abound (Mat thew
24:3-14).

What may ap pear to be an era of dis tress and de feat is ac tu ally the
sce nario for res to ra tion and glory. For as dark ness deep ens in the world, the 
glory of the Lord will rise upon His peo ple in a great dis play of power and
mercy. He will shake the pow ers in heaven and on earth, and He will shake
all na tions to gather in a great end- time har vest of souls (Hag gai 2:6-7; He -
brews 12:25-29). The con trast be tween good and evil will in crease. The
prophet Isaiah de scribed this time as fol lows:

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has
risen upon you. For be hold, dark ness will cover the earth and deep
dark ness the peo ples; but the Lord will rise upon you and His glory
will ap pear upon you. Na tions will come to your light and kings to
the bright ness of your ris ing. Lift up your eyes round about and see;
they will gather to gether, they come to you . . . . Then you will see
and be ra di ant, and your heart will thrill and re joice, be cause the
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abun dance of the sea will be turned to you, the wealth of the na tions
will come to you. (Isaiah 60:1-5)

Verses six and seven of this proph ecy re veal an in gath er ing of souls
from Is lamic lands.

Just as the glory of God at tracts the lost to Christ, the Lord will also
use the de cep tion of dark ness to re move all tares from His king dom (Mat -
thew 13:24-30, 37-43; 2 Thes sa lo ni ans 2:8-12). The way of res to ra tion in -
cludes both glory and dark ness; pu ri fi ca tion re quires tri als and tribulation.

Conclusion

I have writ ten this brief out line of what lies ahead for the peo ple of
God with spe cific em pha sis on the fol low ing six is sues:

1. The church is be ing re stored to a glory that will ex ceed the glory
of the early church. She will be pre pared as a bride for her Lord.

2. The na tion of Is rael is also in a pro cess of res to ra tion; one that will 
lead to her sal va tion fol low ing a re stored ful ness to Gen tile be liev -
ers.

3. The church should stand with Is rael. It would ap pear that the love, 
com pas sion and power of God ex tended to Is rael from a re stored
church will make her jeal ous, and so bring Is rael to faith in her Mes -
siah (Ro mans 11:11-14). How ever, Is rael must find her iden tity in
Him, and not in the Law of Moses. This should be the pri mary em -
pha sis of Mes si anic min is try.

4. A nec es sary as pect of re fine ment and res to ra tion for both the
church and Is rael will be the grow ing per se cu tion and tribu la tion in
the world that will force God’s peo ple to for sake their own ways and
re turn to Him with all of their hearts. God will use the de cep tion of
dark ness to re move tares from His king dom. He will test the qual ity
of eve ry thing built in His name.

5. The heart of church res to ra tion will not be bet ter ecu men ism, but
in the ac tive re al ity of the lord ship and head ship of Christ. The dis -
tinc tion of clergy and la ity will fade away as be liev ers find their
place and call in the body of Christ. Valid ap os tolic min is tries will
arise to lay foun da tions for the cen tral ity of Christ in churches.
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6. God will use natu ral dis as ters (such as hur ri cane Ka trina) and
tribu la tions as He shakes the na tions. He will also use dis as ters that
are po liti cal or re lig ious in ori gin. The glory of God upon the church
will draw a great com pany of souls into the king dom. God’s ol ive
tree will cover the earth. This fi nal har vest will be ful fill ment of the
Old Tes ta ment Feast of Tab er na cles. I be lieve that those na tions who 
sup port Is rael will ex pe ri ence a greater visi ta tion of God.

It is a time of de ci sion. These six is sues call for com mit ments to the
great work of res to ra tion that leads to our Lord’s re turn.

Mul ti tudes, mul ti tudes in the val ley of de ci sion! For the day of the
Lord is near in the val ley of de ci sion. (Joel 3:14)
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